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A Message from the Board of the BAHS 

 
21 September 2021 

 

Members and Friends of Bedeque Area Historical Society, 
 
The summer of 2021 for the Bedeque Museum has turned out to be an improvement on the dire summer of 
2020. We had a much greater number of visitors and we were able to hold a Blueberry and Ice-cream Social 
in August.  However, as you are already aware from our June Newsletter, because of Covid we were not able 
to hold our Monday evening history talks nor our annual seafood raffle.  We also postponed three of our 
planned new exhibits to 2022 (the exhibits on Island clocks from about 1770 to 1930, the story of the Mizuno 
family of Bedeque, and the history of Freetown). 
 
We were again very concerned about the effects of Covid on our fund-raising this summer: to remain viable 
we have to raise about $13,500 each year from sources other than our government grants for student wages 
and the Community Museums development grant.  (This is a rise from last summer’s estimate of $10,500, on 
account of higher rent and insurance charges.) However, as outlined in the next paragraph, we have again 
managed to raise sufficient funds to get us through the current year.  
 
We extend our thanks to all those who have made donations this past summer: $1,597 has been donated 
by our members, plus a separate major private donation of $5,798. We raised $1,183 in ticket sales to our 
Blueberry and Ice-cream Social and received another $1,350 from businesses and individuals sponsoring the 
Social.  Then, we received $2,500 from a provincial Covid-related support grant for museums and have just 
applied for a Covid-related grant of $5,000 from the federal government’s Museum Emergency Assistance 
Program.  The above private donations plus the additional $7,500 coming from government has enabled us 
to pay the bills!   We especially appreciate all of those individuals who have contributed through membership 
subscriptions and by making special additional donations.  
 
This newsletter is shorter than our pre-Covid newsletters because most of the summer events that we nor-
mally report in our fall newsletter did not take place.  Let us hope that next year we will get back to our nor-
mal summer activities!  
 

Best wishes, 
 
The Board of the BAHS        

 
 
 
 



As last year we have had a great response to our calls for members to renew their annual subscrip-

tions. Fifty-three of you have renewed your individual or family membership, thereby contributing 

$1,230 to our running costs.  We thank all those who have done so.   

A REMINDER TO THOSE WHO HAVEN’T YET RENEWED:  Memberships are renewable in July of each 

year, and you may post a cheque made out to the Bedeque Area Historical Society to the address on 

the first page of this newsletter, along with your name and contact methods, including email, or you 

can pay by PAYPAL (see below). The subscription is $20 for individuals and $25 for families or house-

holds.  These subscriptions are an important source of our income enabling us to carry out our pro-

grams. For donations additional to the subscription, we can give a tax receipt. 

The PAYPAL option is on the museum website contact page: http://www.bedequemuseum.ca/
contact.html Click on the yellow “DONATE” button which then brings up a page where you put in your 
email, the amount, and state whether this is for a membership, a donation, or both. There is also the op-
tion on that second page to donate by debit or credit card which takes you to another page asking for 
your card number, etc. 

                                                  THE SUMMER OF 2021                                                                                                                      

The Museum was open from Tuesday 28 June to Sunday 5 September staffed by our two student workers, 

Lucas MacDonald and Jozey Smallwood.  We had 398 recorded visitors, a big improvement from last year’s 

135 though still below pre-Covid levels, such as the 658 visitors of 2019.  A big increase came in August 

when travel and social contact relating to Covid was relaxed on the Island, resulting in three times as many 

visitors to the Museum as in July. Because we were again not able to hold our Monday evening talks this 

summer, the grand total for visitations is only 415 (this adds in the 17 people who attended the AGM) – 

compared with 2019’s grand total of 884. 

Lucas MacDonald of Summerside 

and Jozey Smallwood of Central 

Bedeque pose in front of the Call-

beck Store exhibit.  Lucas is going 

into Grade 12 French immersion at 

Three Oaks Senior High in Summer-

side, while Jozey is entering Grade 

11 at the same school. Although 

visitor numbers were down, they 

kept busy by working on routine 

maintenance of the Museum and 

also in researching and designing 

posters for future exhibits.   

http://www.bedequemuseum.ca/contact.html
http://www.bedequemuseum.ca/contact.html


OUR NEW SUMMER EXHIBITS  

Two new exhibits were on display for the first time: panel displays on ‘The Acadians of  Bedeque’ and  on 

‘Jacob Gould Schurman’.  Both were featured in our June Newsletter.  Due to Covid regulations we did not 

hold an official opening for these exhibits, which we hope to remedy next summer. We did, however, publi-

cize them in the print media (Guardian, Journal-Pioneer, Buzz, and  especially the County Line Courier, which 

ran feature stories which we submitted on both topics). 

VIEWS OF THE ACADIAN EXHIBIT  

Above: A unique photograph of 

an Acadian bread oven, from the 

Howard Clark collection.   

Left:  A peel (French pelle), a 

wooden ‘shovel’ for lifting bread 

in and out of a bread oven (also 

from the Howard Clark collec-

tion). 



       The BAHS BLUEBERRY and ICE-CREAM SOCIAL – SUNDAY AUGUST 15 

With Covid rules being relaxed, we decided to welcome the arrival of the Lower Bedeque school to the Loyalist Monu-

ment Park  by carrying on with the traditional Blueberry and Ice-cream Socials held for many years in support of the  L. 

M. Montgomery Lower Bedeque School.  About 210 people (including children) came out  in support (we were ex-

pecting about 150).  The ticket also included admission to the Museum and 96 people toured the exhibits. The event 

proved to be a successful fund-raiser for the Museum, raising $2,468, including $1,350 in sponsorships from local busi-

nesses and individuals (see a later page).  And the weather gods smiled on us, with the hot muggy mosquito weather 

of the previous week giving way to a fresh and sunny mosquito-free afternoon!   

First we had to pick 
the blueberries!   

Above: member 
Claude Arsenault  

was one of our 
pickers in a U-pick 

at Freeland, Lot 11. 

Left: Lloyd and Mil-
lie MacCallum sold 

the tickets. 

Our large sign was donated by Dan’s Mufflers 
Signs & Decals, and Seymour DesRoches . 



MORE PICTURES FROM THE BLUEBERRY SOCIAL  

Above: The park was crowd-
ed. 

Left: Bill Callbeck chats with 
visitors. 

Below left: Doug Sobey wel-
comes the crowd. 

Below: Catherine Callbeck 
chats with John Bray and 

Georges Arsenault.  



MORE PICTURES FROM THE BLUEBERRY SOCIAL  

 

Above: Jamie Fox, MLA  
(second from left), with 

BAHS members Earle 
Smith, Bill Callbeck and 

Percy Affleck. 

Left: Dawn Moase, our 
new Board member, sells 
a membership to Green 
Party candidate  Anna 

Keenan (on left).  

Left: Rodney Savi-
dant of Chelton 
provided back-
ground music. 

Right: Board mem-
bers Danny McLure 
and Percy Affleck 

served the ice-
cream and blueber-

ries.  



ON THE DAY OF THE BLUEBERRY SOCIAL 96 PEOPLE VISITED THE MUSEUM  

The Sponsors of the Social: 
Anderson Auto 

Auchinleck Farms 

Bedeque and Area Municipality 

Central Property Management Inc. 

Dan’s Muffler Signs and Decals 

D. C. Tire 

Jean Probyn and Family 

Robert’s Irving, Kinkora 

Summerside Toyota 

Township Chevrolet 

Albert E. Waugh & Sons Ltd. 

Seymour DesRoches sponsored the signage; 
Doug Sobey provided the berries; and Don 
Jardine, and Garth & Sylvia Frizzell, the ice-

cream. 

96-year-old Clayton Mill and his wife Marie 
attended the Social and visited the Museum. 
Clayton is one of the few surviving members 

of the Freetown Royals hockey team. 



                               THE NEW EXHIBITS PLANNED FOR 2022  
We had planned four new exhibits for this past summer, but due to the restrictions caused by Covid-19 we have had to 
postpone three of them to 2022.   

Since the June Newsletter, Wendell Feener has requested a further postponement of the CLOCK EXHIBIT to 2023 
since he is committed to a major exhibit at the Eptek Centre in Summerside in the fall of 2022.  This in fact works out 
quite well for us since we will be very busy with the opening of the Lower Bedeque School at its new location and with 
creating its new exhibits. 

The other postponed exhibits that will go ahead in 2022: 

The story of the MIZUNO FAMILY, a Japanese Canadian family interned during the Second World War who came to 
live in Bedeque after the war, will finally go ahead having already been postponed for the past two summers.  We 
hope that members of the Mizuno family will be in attendance for the opening.   

The exhibit on the HISTORY OF FREETOWN will also finally go ahead.  It is to coincide with the twice-postponed Free-
town Reunion which is now planned for July 2022. We will again show the Freetown signature quilt dating from 1928 
belonging to Katherine Dewar and containing 147 names from the Freetown area, and there will be three new posters 
connected with the history of Freetown.  One, which was featured in our June Newsletter, tells the story of the Free-
town Royals, a champion hockey team in the 1940s and 1950s. The other posters will be on the history of Freetown, 
one of which will tell the story of the first farm in Freetown, created by James Burns in 1810.   

Also part of the Freetown exhibit is the JACOB GOULD SCHURMAN exhibit, the poster for which was on display this 
summer and was featured in our June Newsletter. This will be joined by a display of books connected with J. G. Schur-
man as well as original press notices and photographs collected by David Pope of Salt Lake City, Utah (formerly of Sum-
merside) and Board member Paul H. Schurman.   

We also hope to be able to officially open our ACADIANS IN BEDEQUE exhibit, which went on display this summer (see 
earlier), and to which we hope to add more artefacts next summer.  

There will also be NEW DISPLAYS IN THE LOWER BEDEQUE SCHOOL: we will have new panels telling the story of the 
saving of the school in 1989, of its moving in 2021, on the little-known story of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Loyalist an-
cestry and her family connection with Bedeque, and on early schooling in the Bedeque area (see the next page).   

THE BAHS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Our eleventh AGM was held on Monday July 19 in the William Callbeck Centre, but because of covid restrictions 

relating to the room’s size we were limited to a maximum attendance of 20 persons.  Seventeen people attended 

and Don Jardine gave a talk and slide presentation on the history of the Lower Bedeque school and the project to 

move it.  In the absence of the President, Doug Sobey, because of Covid restrictions on entry into Canada, Vice-

president Valerie Curtis read the president’s report. 

Bill Callbeck had given advance notice of his retirement from the Board.  The Board thanked Bill for his contribution. 

We are pleased to know that he will continue to actively contribute as a volunteer member.    

The new Board for the current year was elected, consisting of eleven members of the previous Board plus one new 

member.  The following were re-elected: Percy Affleck, Valerie Curtis, Seymour DesRoches, Don Jardine, Susan Leard, 

Lloyd MacCallum, Natalie McDonald, Danny McLure, Earle Smith, Paul H. Schurman and Doug Sobey.  The new Board 

member is Dawn Moase of Chelton.  

At the first meeting of the new Board in August, the new executive was chosen. It consists of the same officers as last 

year: Doug Sobey, President; Valerie Curtis, Vice-President; Don Jardine, Secretary; and Susan Leard, Treasurer.  By 

this date Doug Sobey was present, having been able to get into Canada and after having spent two weeks in quaran-

tine. 



         FROM THE POSTER ON ‘EARLY SCHOOLING IN BEDEQUE’:  

MOVING THE LOWER BEDEQUE SCHOOL 

After site preparations in the Loyalist Monument Park in Central Bedeque and a lot of preparatory 

work on the building, the Lower Bedeque School was moved to Central Bedeque on July 7 (see the 

pictures that follow) and it already looks very much at home at its new location.   The desks and oth-

er school furniture were moved into the school from storage on September 16 and everything, in-

cluding the new panel displays will be set up next spring.  Our aim is to retain the atmosphere and 

ambience of the school as it was in Lower Bedeque. We hope to have the school open for 2022 and 

will have a special opening ceremony in July. 



PICTURES OF THE SCHOOL MOVE  



Below are the annual accounts of the BAHS for the year ending 30 

April 2021, as presented by Treasurer Susan Leard at our AGM on 19 

July: 

(Our normal accounts are distorted by the inclusion of the large income re-

lating to the schoolhouse move, which had not been expended by April 30.) 


